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The New York World’s Fair—History’s Greatest Show
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Cowver (llusrarion of the Unisphere and the General Motors Futurama Building (abowe) both by Artist Bob Swanson

Promp‘.ly at 10 o’clock on the morning of
April 22, alter short but appropriate
ceremonics, the gates of the long heralded,
almost unbelievable New York World's Fair
will open to the first thousands of enthusiasts
visiting probably the foremost tourist attraction
of our time. Attendance may well reach
100 million during the Fair's two-year run
from April 22 1o October 13 this year
and from Apnl 21 to October 17 in 1965,

No other fair or exposition in history has
approached the New York World's Fair in
size, scope, glamor, or perhaps by any standard,

An example; The New York fair is nine times
larger in area alone than the highly successful,
impressive Scattle World's Fair of 1962; its
attendance promises 10 be 10 times as much.

The fair commemorates New York's 300th
birthday. Perhaps only New York of the
world's great cities possesses the extensive
housing accommeodations, the vast and varied
travel and transportation facilities, the nearby
Iu:-]‘nlhl.f.;n:l masses and the know-how to Slage
such a world extravaganza.

There's little doubt that for two years the

New York World's Fair will dominate tourism

BY E. M. ESTES, General Manager, Pontiac Motor Division




in this hemisphere and in many sections of
the world. Millions of motorists from the
United States, and hundreds of thousands of
our neighbors from Canada and Mexico, will
journey to the Fair, and at the same time view
the wonders of one of the world’s super cities.
he editors of SAFARI Magazine, after a
preliminary study of the Fair's plans,
realized a single issue of SAFARI could not
possibly offer our readers even a sketchy
outline of this spectacle. Thus, we have
planned two consecutive SAFARI issues
covering the Fair. This, the first, looks at many
of the Fair's features through the eyes of
several of the nation’s most prominent
illustrators, such standouts as Coby Whitmore,
Dave Blossom, Sandy Kossin, Jack Hearne,
Bob Swanson, Roy Cragnolin, Marilyn
Conover, Jert Nichols and Bob Quackenbush.
In the second issue SAFARI will present
extensive coverage in illustration and
photography of the truly remarkable
General Motors Building at the Fair, the
creation of our General Motors styling staff.
{General Motors, incidentally, is the only
firm to utilize its own personnel to design a
Fair building and exhibits). And there'll
be a look at our Pontiac Motor Division
exhibit. We're very proud of it, and we know
that you Fair goers will stop to visit us.

Our second issue also will feature a view of
the Fair's industrial section, an area with an
effective variety of architecture and a view of
the future. There'll also be a valuable map
showing the access routes to the Fair area in
Flushing Mecadow Park, the site of the 1939-40
New York World"s Fair. New York is
completing 250 miles of parkway and
improved highways leading to the Fair site,
all a part of a master plan that will turn
the grounds into a second Central Park
after the Fair is over.

Onl}r a few structures from the Fair will

remain, notably the heliport, which is to
handle helicopter service to the Fair’s
transportation section from downtown
Manhattan and New York area airports.
The Unisphere and its complementing

fountains and reflecting pools also will be
retained to feature the new park and serve as

a souvenir of the 1964-65 Fair. Adjacent to the
Fair site is the new 35,000-scat Shea Stadium.

Someone has estimated that il a diehard
enthusiast attempted to see all the buildings
and exhibits he would require five hours a
day for 30 days to do the job. There's just
about every type of architecture imaginable . . .
concrete pavilions and buildings seemingly
suspended in air, startling pylons and towers,
magnificent domes and buttresses, curving
minarets, angular pagodas . . . nearly 200
major structures emphasizing the architectural
characteristics of every part of the world. And
colors range from the vivid to the muted. At
night time the panoply of color will sparkle
and glitter with the addition of lights which
will outshine a rainbow. From the Electric and
Light Pavilion a beam of light with more
candlepower than 105 million 100-watt lamp
bulbs will shoot some eight miles high, far
enough to be seen in four states.

monorail will circle the amusement area,

enabling passengers to look down on an
amphitheater offering a million-dollar musical;
a "Big Top" under which John Ringling
North will present outstanding circus acts
(there'll be a circus parade daily around the
grounds); an American Indian village; the
Texas Music Hall with 90-minute shows
featuring the highlights of 100 years of
American musical comedy; the inevitable wax
muscum; a French puppet show; a host of
other attractions.

There'll be more than 75 restaurants spread
throughout the Fair's mile square grounds.
You'll be able to select anything from a hot
dog w a Belgian waffle 1o a Hawaiian luau.
Most of the more than 40 nations with
buildings at the Fair will have restaurants
featuring their native foods. Argentina will

have an ox roasting, the Japanese Pavilion
will have 150 waitresses singing and dancing

as well as serving food.
All in all it’s an event you won't want to
miss, onc of the great attractions of our time.
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Meeting Place. .. Top of the Fair

The Top of the Fair restaurant in the top
floor of the World’s Fair Heliport may well
prove to be the Fair's most popular gathering
spot. Located in the Fair's huge transportation
arca it overlooks the outstanding General
Motors Futurama Building and other massive
structures of the area. The transportation area
contains the Fair's largest buildings. As many
as 70,000 persons are expected to visit the

GM Building daily. These visitors will find it
convenient to dine at the Top of the Fair.
Food is also served in the cocktail lounge on
the floor bencath. The Top of the Fair was
actually opened last fall to serve Fair personnel
and the public; it proved an immediate
success, Many New York visitors currently
dine at the Heliport simply to view the
panorama of the Fair under construction. The

Heliport is a permanent structure and will
remain after the Fair closes to become part of
the immense new park which will be
constructed on the grounds.

Here, artist Marilyn Conover illustrates a
scene in the Top of the Fair during a typical
dinner hour. Recipes from the Top of the
Fair and other restaurants will be included in
the second SAFARI World's Fair issue.







An Exciting Ride into the Future

In the 1939-40 New York World's Fair the
General Motors Futurama Building predicted
the way people would live in the future

with remarkable accuracy. A “nide into the
future” was a highlight of that fair and remains
in the memory of those who attended.

There's little doubt that the General Motors
Futurama in the 1964-65 New York World’s
Fair will enjoy even greater popularity.

Again a “ride into the future™ will be
leatured, showing visitors what life will be like
in the immediate decades ahcad. You'll

travel through time and space . . . to the
moon, through a jungle, to the desert,
underneath the sea, into the Antarctic, and
then into a city of the future

But the ride into the future is only a part
of the huge GM Building’s attractions. Qther
exhibits will show the realities of Life
today, 100, emphasizing the building’s theme,
*“General Motors—Many Minds and Many
Hands serving the Needs of Mankind.”

In this illustration Jeri Nichols, a young
artist of increasing stature, who illustrates the
cover of the current February issuc of
Reader’s Digest, depicts the ocean exhibit
in the exciting Futurama ride.
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Hawaii Calls to You at the Fair

The pavilions of the 26 states represented
in the New York World's Fair range in scope
from Florida's 15-foot plastic orange atop
a 100-foot high tower to Hawaii's extensive
display of lagoons, thatched huts, a 40-
foot waterfall, a restaurant inside a volcano, a
600-seat amphitheater and a model of
the 50th state set in a miniature ocean. Each
state portrays its features, naturally., Also
included in the Federal-States area is New
York City's building with a scale model
of the city including 840,000 structures within
the city’s five boroughs

Among the largest and most striking
structures in the entire Fair is the $17-million
Federal Pavilion, which follows a theme of
“Challenge to Greatness” by showing in
Cinerama and three-dimensional exhibits the
pioneer spirit of the United States

To typily the attractions of the Federal-
States area, artist Dave Blossom selected the
colorful Hawaiian pavilion for his theme.
Blossom, a winner of a coveted gold medal in
the annual Society of Illustrators competition
for two years in a row, is now one of the
nation's very top illusirators in both the
commercial and editorial helds




Let There be Music




A Child's Wonderland

A Baar, mo maiirr hossr larpr on
chaldrrn, The Mew |

40 challnge oven ithe

Kachfic ki secitior




1851, 1853: A Crystal Palace housed all exhibits at the first world's fair in London in 1851, The 1915: Brilliant lighting, San Fran-
first New York World's Fair in 1852 copied the same building which included all fair exhibits. cisco's Panama-Pacific Exposition.

1889: The famed Edfiel Tower at the
Paris Universal Exposition,

1904: Early aulomobiles and airplanes amazed
spectators at the St. Louis Universal Exposition.

1893: First Farris Wheel and Little 1933-34: Suspension bridge principle was used o 1939-40: Parachute jump attracted
Egypt. Chicage Columbian Exposition. construct Travel-Transportation building at Chicage thousands, New York World's Fair.




Brussals World's Fair.

1876: Alexander Graham Boll's telephone al
the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia.

1962: S=attle,
Space Needle.

HISTORY HIGHLIGHT NO. 21
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WORLD'S FAIRS OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Fairs have been used since before the
days of Christ to show new wares and
new ideas that have helped advance
civilization. But the first world's fairs —
large enough to draw world-wide atten-
tion thanks to modern communications
and advanced travel facilities — are
comparatively recent in world history.

The first to gain such recognition was
the 1851 London fair; it started a phe-
nomenon which continues today. The
impending New York World's Fair is by
far the largest in history. In this series
of wood block cuts, ariist Robert
Quackenbush depicts some of the
features of past world’s fairs.
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1964-65: The Fountain of the Planets, by the Unisphere, |s in the center of the New York
World's Fair. A Tower of Light will shoot a beam B miles high to be seen in four states.




" ~# Your Pontiac—A Perfect
" Companion For Your Visit
to the World’s Fair
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